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Google is no stranger to big investments in renewable energy. From 240MW of wind body scrubs

energy in Texas to pumping significant cash into rooftop solar, the company that was

once known for its search engine is positioning itself as a major player in the clean
Costa Rica achieved 99%

energy future. It's even flexed its political muscle on the subject too, teaming up with renewable energy this year

Facebook and Apple recently to tell NC lawmakers to keep their hands off the state's

Renewable Energy Portfolio Standards.

But even with these lofty precedents, the company's latest renewable energy

announcements are noteworthy in terms of scale and ambition.

Timed to coincide with the Paris climate talks, the company has announced power-
purchase agreements (PPAs) totaling 781MW of wind and solar power. As Bloomberg

reports, the projects range from 61MW of solar in North Carolina to 400MW of wind N L/—f
b= Friihbucher

energy in Oklahoma, and also includes agreements to purchase energy from a solar
sommerHIT!

farm in Chile and a wind farm in Sweden.
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Taken together, the PPAs represent a near doubling of Google's renewable energy

commitments,

As important as the sheer size of the purchases, however, are the signals they send out
to power companies, investors and policy makers alike. Just like Unilever's decision to
phase out coal and aim for 100% renewables, these big corporate announcements
undermine the case for betting on fossil fuels. In North Carolina, for example, Google
becomes the first corporate customer of Duke Energy's Green Source Rider program—
an initiative designed to facilitate renewable energy purchases for large business
customers. With such a high profile first customer, it seems likely that more businesses

will follow.

Meanwhile, the number of gigantic corporations signing up to the awkwardly named
American Business Act on Climate Change Pledge just got even bigger, with the White
House announcing new commitments from 73 companies including Adobe, Amazon,
21st Century Fox (parent company of Fox News, btw) as well as Verizon, Volvo North
America and even mining giant BHP Billiton. Not only are each of these companies
announcing significant emissions cuts of their own. Equally as important, they are

lending their voice to calls for a strong climate agreement in Paris.

Who says acting on climate change is anti-business?

Related on TreeHugger.com:

e Google buys 240MW of wind power in Texas!
e 68 more corporate giants pledge significant climate action

e Elon Musk pleads for a "revenue-neutral carbon tax" during speech in Paris

Tags: Google | Renewable Energy
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Brave North Carolina
town fights back
against sun-sucking
solar panels

Retired teacher notices that
plants are dying from lack of sunlight, absorbed by ...

by Lloyd Alter in Solar Technology

Study says lettuce is
"three times worse
than bacon" in terms of
environmental impact

If you're wanting to reduce your
energy use, water footprint, and greenhouse gas ...

by Katherine Martinko in Green Food

18 year old builds debt-
free tiny house as
school project (Video)

No-nonsense creative recycling
I gets a boost from interesting
details (like an embedded speaker ...

by Kimberley Mok in Tiny Houses

Stop telling your kid to
be careful all the time

Surely helicopter parenting on
the playground has reached
peak interference? It's time to ...

by Katherine Martinko in Family

10 reasons to go green
starting NOW
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reason to go green? Look no

further ...
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A Glimpse of What
We've Lost: 10 Extinct
Animals in Photos

We're in the midst of the sixth
great extinction right now, with

by Mat McDermott in Natural Sciences
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How much money can a solar roof save you in
Switzerland?

Profit from your roof space: find local deals on solar in
your area, eliminate your power bill, and join the solar
revolution.

Calculate My Savings!
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Tell the Feds: Save Mexican
Wolves From Inbreeding Doom
author: Center for Biological Diversity

signatures: 6,373

| sign petition

Powered by Care2's Take Action Platform™

0 Comments TreeHugger.com . Login ~ TfeeHUggef SlIdEShOWS
You have to see them!
¥ Recommend 2 Share Sort by Newest ~ A

: Start the discussion... A HAI_F DOZEN PRﬂJECTs
THAT ARE FOR THE BIRDS

Be the first to comment.

Three Big Solar Stocks

Great Opportunity To Invest Don't Miss Out On These Stocks
o O

About Us Contact Us Newsletters RSS Privacy Policy Mother Nature Network COPYRIGHT © 2015 NARRATIVE CONTENT GROUP. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.



https://disqus.com/home/forums/treehuggercomments/
http://disqus.com/embed/comments/?base=default&version=f3e1717b71e7256da258d3a504e56865&f=treehuggercomments&t_i=cms%3A%3Aentry%3A%3A99566&t_u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.treehugger.com%2Fcorporate-responsibility%2Fgoogle-buys-781mw-wind-solar-and-73-more-companies-demand-strong-climate-deal.html&t_d=Google%20Buys%20781MW%20of%20Wind%2C%20Solar%2C%20and%2073%20more%20companies%20demand%20a%20strong%20climate%20deal&t_t=Google%20Buys%20781MW%20of%20Wind%2C%20Solar%2C%20and%2073%20more%20companies%20demand%20a%20strong%20climate%20deal&s_o=default#
https://disqus.com/home/inbox/
http://disqus.com/embed/comments/?base=default&version=f3e1717b71e7256da258d3a504e56865&f=treehuggercomments&t_i=cms%3A%3Aentry%3A%3A99566&t_u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.treehugger.com%2Fcorporate-responsibility%2Fgoogle-buys-781mw-wind-solar-and-73-more-companies-demand-strong-climate-deal.html&t_d=Google%20Buys%20781MW%20of%20Wind%2C%20Solar%2C%20and%2073%20more%20companies%20demand%20a%20strong%20climate%20deal&t_t=Google%20Buys%20781MW%20of%20Wind%2C%20Solar%2C%20and%2073%20more%20companies%20demand%20a%20strong%20climate%20deal&s_o=default#
http://disqus.com/embed/comments/?base=default&version=f3e1717b71e7256da258d3a504e56865&f=treehuggercomments&t_i=cms%3A%3Aentry%3A%3A99566&t_u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.treehugger.com%2Fcorporate-responsibility%2Fgoogle-buys-781mw-wind-solar-and-73-more-companies-demand-strong-climate-deal.html&t_d=Google%20Buys%20781MW%20of%20Wind%2C%20Solar%2C%20and%2073%20more%20companies%20demand%20a%20strong%20climate%20deal&t_t=Google%20Buys%20781MW%20of%20Wind%2C%20Solar%2C%20and%2073%20more%20companies%20demand%20a%20strong%20climate%20deal&s_o=default#
https://disqus.com/
http://disqus.com/embed/comments/?base=default&version=f3e1717b71e7256da258d3a504e56865&f=treehuggercomments&t_i=cms%3A%3Aentry%3A%3A99566&t_u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.treehugger.com%2Fcorporate-responsibility%2Fgoogle-buys-781mw-wind-solar-and-73-more-companies-demand-strong-climate-deal.html&t_d=Google%20Buys%20781MW%20of%20Wind%2C%20Solar%2C%20and%2073%20more%20companies%20demand%20a%20strong%20climate%20deal&t_t=Google%20Buys%20781MW%20of%20Wind%2C%20Solar%2C%20and%2073%20more%20companies%20demand%20a%20strong%20climate%20deal&s_o=default#
https://publishers.disqus.com/engage?utm_source=treehuggercomments&utm_medium=Disqus-Footer
https://help.disqus.com/customer/portal/articles/1657951?utm_source=disqus&utm_medium=embed-footer&utm_content=privacy-btn
http://disqus.com/embed/comments/?base=default&version=f3e1717b71e7256da258d3a504e56865&f=treehuggercomments&t_i=cms%3A%3Aentry%3A%3A99566&t_u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.treehugger.com%2Fcorporate-responsibility%2Fgoogle-buys-781mw-wind-solar-and-73-more-companies-demand-strong-climate-deal.html&t_d=Google%20Buys%20781MW%20of%20Wind%2C%20Solar%2C%20and%2073%20more%20companies%20demand%20a%20strong%20climate%20deal&t_t=Google%20Buys%20781MW%20of%20Wind%2C%20Solar%2C%20and%2073%20more%20companies%20demand%20a%20strong%20climate%20deal&s_o=default#
http://www.treehugger.com/corporate-responsibility/google-buys-781mw-wind-solar-and-73-more-companies-demand-strong-climate-deal.html#
http://understandsolar.com/learn/?lead_source=0ec12cbe715119e9e0af217a801fcd5a&tracking_code=wid-th-20150930__AB_9-B-SG_poweredbyicon
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=B1__6FuR7VombINHBiQaG_pnIC4KvmYQGAAAAEAEg1rrWCTgAWJKSkdroAWD11cKBuASyARJ3d3cudHJlZWh1Z2dlci5jb226AQlnZnBfaW1hZ2XIAQLaAYUBaHR0cDovL3d3dy50cmVlaHVnZ2VyLmNvbS9jb3Jwb3JhdGUtcmVzcG9uc2liaWxpdHkvZ29vZ2xlLWJ1eXMtNzgxbXctd2luZC1zb2xhci1hbmQtNzMtbW9yZS1jb21wYW5pZXMtZGVtYW5kLXN0cm9uZy1jbGltYXRlLWRlYWwuaHRtbMACAuACAOoCGS8xMDI0NjEyL3RoLXJlY3RhbmdsZS1idGb4Av_RHpADjAaYA6QDqAMByAOZBNAEkE7gBAGQBgGgBhTYBwE&num=0&cid=5Gibfg&sig=AOD64_193H3rr6Zi7x-o9K2ljbekljU_6w&client=ca-pub-5586331878894750&adurl=http://www.treehugger.com/corporate-responsibility/half-dozen-projects-are-birds.html
http://www.treehugger.com/about-treehugger/now-you-can-read-treehugger-your-phone.html
http://www.treehugger.com/slideshows?campaign=rail/
https://www.facebook.com/TreeHugger
https://www.twitter.com/TreeHugger
http://www.pinterest.com/treehugger/
http://www.treehugger.com/about/
http://www.treehugger.com/about/contact/
http://www.treehugger.com/newsletters/
http://www.treehugger.com/feeds/
http://www.mnn.com/privacy
http://www.mnn.com/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CfRo0FuR7Vo21Ia-jigaDoLrwBJbUjtUHjq-c_a8BwI23ARABINqvjh5g9dXCgbgEoAHC_rHaA8gBAeACAKgDAcgDmwSqBP0BT9AH27U8V1eZuFpK2TSNw0m3NrUPkcU6mrdVa5gEmHZcjz1K8xwcj1UZH2xRdbGVNbxAiMIlUKGzbNBUIRqxc90go-IHFF4TK1I9vcWjD77Uul1-K2EfMSsADmjhGU55I4cK_LrEVynTpm4WaxqXDur3nk3v0OMlMJDIlBSLlLwaT7RBpxBYSJPb1zPlkWCD8CtRdSwqEY0QbZawv9NV_Z5BtD2VTQxpx9-ywHPxw8zN7xE6z0SVt9w14hdV66rtItjPK9z24k8SUDMkP3yr9riKiuGDm_-CkIiEKGPXN931V9maVxT6umM2VgAJoBBOB54CWrUXc_6VdrvjieAEAYAHpoHOJagHpr4b2AcB2BMI&num=1&sig=AOD64_3VTFfxOFm0H2xL4mSpemlcfqzQUw&client=ca-pub-1055073480818811&adurl=http://subscribe.outsiderclub.com/73785
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CfRo0FuR7Vo21Ia-jigaDoLrwBJbUjtUHjq-c_a8BwI23ARABINqvjh5g9dXCgbgEoAHC_rHaA8gBAeACAKgDAcgDmwSqBP0BT9AH27U8V1eZuFpK2TSNw0m3NrUPkcU6mrdVa5gEmHZcjz1K8xwcj1UZH2xRdbGVNbxAiMIlUKGzbNBUIRqxc90go-IHFF4TK1I9vcWjD77Uul1-K2EfMSsADmjhGU55I4cK_LrEVynTpm4WaxqXDur3nk3v0OMlMJDIlBSLlLwaT7RBpxBYSJPb1zPlkWCD8CtRdSwqEY0QbZawv9NV_Z5BtD2VTQxpx9-ywHPxw8zN7xE6z0SVt9w14hdV66rtItjPK9z24k8SUDMkP3yr9riKiuGDm_-CkIiEKGPXN931V9maVxT6umM2VgAJoBBOB54CWrUXc_6VdrvjieAEAYAHpoHOJagHpr4b2AcB2BMI&num=1&sig=AOD64_3VTFfxOFm0H2xL4mSpemlcfqzQUw&client=ca-pub-1055073480818811&adurl=http://subscribe.outsiderclub.com/73785
http://understandsolar.com/signup/?lead_source=0ec12cbe715119e9e0af217a801fcd5a&tracking_code=wid-th-20150930__AB_9-B-SG_poweredbyicon
http://www.care2.com/

