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SUSTAINABLE BUSINESS

Ever Wonder What’s Happened to the More Than 570 Million
iPhones Sold Since 2007?
Lorraine Chow | February 24, 2016 12:05 pm | Comments

Facebook Twitter E-mail Print

Don’t miss out. Stay Informed. Get EcoWatch’s Top News of the Day.

What happens when electronics come to the end of their useful life? For the vast majority of these devices, they either collect dust
somewhere in our homes or offices or get sent to the landfill. According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, only 12.5
percent of electronic waste, or e-waste, is recycled in the U.S.

Bloomberg recently dug into Apple‘s e-waste problem—namely the fate of the more than 570 million smartphones that have been
sold since the first generation iPhone debuted in Jan. 9, 2007—and found that the tech giant has collected more than 40,000 tons
of e-waste in 2014, recovering enough steel to lay 100 miles of railway track.

HOME COP21

NEWS

˅˄
LIVING

˅˄
BUSINESS

˅˄ POLITICS SCIENCE

INSIGHTS

˅˄ ENGAGE

172
SHARES

http://ecowatch.com/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CCA9dP_rPVs7RBbSDzAaS_aO4BNO0_5sIy_ba3LUBi5zfy5ICEAEg_N_oGWD1lc6B4ASgAcml5f0DyAECqQLE8j3cO46yPuACAKgDAcgDmQSqBKYBT9BTvkjnFnWDvKf6fs3P6UEVl08Ne3j_JM_9af-Z14mnlcBhRx-cIrelmmOA_Lq05G8n4Tt7ZTSUgfwwr_dF89SGY9sA5fa3LTU5b0BcUrjyMcqyINndaxKa1owe6LTkCwlRneQaowFPMiYbMwV0nx6RGKLKOjmgJqJk4o74cjePXM2IcV1mJHMmpi73aeahSzIvfqII4K5xDi9JZACXCE0uX7X_P-AEAaAGAoAHn9qaAqgHpr4b2AcB&num=1&sig=AOD64_3PgQZny_4qR2796WnN8xATedHTWw&client=ca-pub-2049948180079264&adurl=http://www.endpointprotector.de/products/endpoint_protector
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=B_fnXP_rPVomaCOSqiQazmKSgD6yIppAIAAAAEAEglJXiGTgAWIT42pORAmD1lc6B4ASyAQxlY293YXRjaC5jb226AQlnZnBfaW1hZ2XIAQLaAS9odHRwOi8vZWNvd2F0Y2guY29tLzIwMTYvMDIvMjQvZS13YXN0ZS1pcGhvbmVzL8ACAuACAOoCES84NjkxMTAwLzYxODM2NzAw-AKE0h6QA4wGmAOkA6gDAcgDmQTQBJBO4AQB0gUFELTB7SSQBgGgBhTYBwHgBws&num=0&cid=5GhjAw&sig=AOD64_0ZUYVgt0yYJ_Go8d2u0VUTNxQl0g&client=ca-pub-9454946816537646&adurl=http://ecowatch.com/signup/
http://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://ecowatch.com/2016/02/24/e-waste-iphones/&t=Ever+Wonder+What%27s+Happened+to+the+More+Than+570+Million+iPhones+Sold+Since+2007%3F
http://ecowatch.com/2016/02/24/e-waste-iphones/#
http://ecowatch.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#cff0bcbaada5aaacbbf299a6bca6bbefbba7a6bcefbca6bbaaefa7bbbbbff5e0e0aaaca0b8aebbaca7e1aca0a2e9aea2bff4ada0abb6f287a6e3efbba7a6bcefa2aeXy%20be%20interesting%20you:%20%22Ever%20Wonder%20What's%20Happened%20to%20the%20More%20Than%20570%20Million%20iPhones%20Sold%20Since%202007?%22!%20This%20is%20the%20link:%20http://ecowatch.com/2016/02/24/e-waste-iphones/
http://ecowatch.com/2016/02/24/e-waste-iphones/#
http://ecowatch.com/2016/02/24/e-waste-iphones/#
http://ecowatch.com/
http://ecowatch.com/business/sustainable-business/
http://ecowatch.com/author/lorraine-chow/
http://ecowatch.com/2016/02/24/e-waste-iphones/#respond
https://www.dosomething.org/us/facts/11-facts-about-e-waste
http://ecowatch.com/2013/12/23/worldwide-electronic-waste-to-reach-65-million-tons/
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2016-02-16/where-your-iphone-goes-to-die
http://ecowatch.com/?s=apple
http://ecowatch.com/
http://ecowatch.com/cop21/
http://ecowatch.com/news/
http://ecowatch.com/living/
http://ecowatch.com/business/
http://ecowatch.com/politics/
http://ecowatch.com/science/
http://ecowatch.com/insightful-writers/
http://ecowatch.com/petition/


Apple has sold 570 million iPhones in the past 9 years. What happens to these phones when they reach the end of the
road? Photo credit: Flickr

It’s clear that our increasingly digital world has left a shocking impact on our planet. These gadgets require a massive amount of
energy to manufacture and its potentially hazardous components can have a toxic and even deadly imprint on planetary
inhabitants.

With a growing number of smartphones, computers and tablets piling up in our drawers or the landfill, United Nations officials
estimated that the volume of e-waste generated worldwide is expected to climb by 33 percent by 2017 to 65 million tons.
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Apple will have to face this mounting e-waste catastrophe as each new product comes along. However, as Lisa Jackson, Apple’s
vice president of environment, policy and social initiatives told Bloomberg, Apple has led the industry in recycling efforts:

In the electronics recycling business, the benchmark is to try to collect and recycle 70 percent, by weight, of the devices
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produced seven years earlier. Jackson says Apple exceeds that, typically reaching 85 percent, including recycling some non-
Apple products that customers bring in.

That means it will have to get hold of and destroy the equivalent of more than 9 million of 2009’s iPhone 3GS models this year
around the world. With iPhone sales climbing to 155 million units last fiscal year, grinding up Apple products is a growth
business.

Apple has a free reuse and recycling program that allows users to turn in their old iPhones, iPads or computers (Mac or PC) for
Apple gift cards if the device qualifies for reuse. If it doesn’t qualify for reuse, Apple will recycle it at no cost to the consumer.

Pages: 1 • 2

FROM AROUND THE WEB  by Taboola Sponsored Links  

G700 Flashlight

Bill Gates

Umami

North Korea's Nuclear Test Shocks The World
Reuters TV

Utilisez la Rose des Alpes contre le stress oxydatif et la déshydratation de votre peau
Mediaplanet

How to Find the Perfect Movie in Less than 50 Seconds
itcher Movie Recommendations

(Video) Simple Way to Cut Strokes - No Practice Required
xE1 Golf

Specialists Speak: 2016 Trends & Predictions In Collecting
Invaluable

The Only 2 Sites You Need to Know About When Building a Website
Top 10 Best Website Builders

8 einst beliebte Serien, die nur beim ersten Sehen gut sind
Fame10

"Brightest Flashlight Ever" Is Selling Like Crazy

How To Change 1.3 Billion Lives

Why We Should All Start Eating Buffalo

http://www.apple.com/recycling/gift-card/
http://ecowatch.com/2016/02/24/e-waste-iphones/2/
http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=ecowatch-ecowatch&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=thumbs-2r:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20SC:
http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=ecowatch-ecowatch&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=thumbs-2r:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20SC:
http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=ecowatch-ecowatch&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=thumbs-2r:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20SC:
http://lifestylesresearchinfo.com/4dc1f97e-ac7b-497c-9f3b-4e1e542c864c?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://www.gatesnotes.com/2016-Annual-Letter?WT.mc_id=02_22_2016_20_AL2016_BG-TB_&WT.tsrc=BGTB#ALChapter2
https://www.umami.site/getting-know-bison?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=chopped_liver&utm_term=ecowatch-ecowatch
http://www.reuters.tv/XbC/2016/01/06/north-korea-s-nuclear-test-shocks-the-world?utm_source=taboola_int&utm_medium=referral&utm_term=ecowatch-ecowatch
http://www.prendresoindesapeau.ch/au-coeur-du-mystere-la-beaute?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=paid&utm_campaign=Dermatologie-SCDSwissCosmetics
http://londonentertainmentnews.com/perfect-movie-recommendations/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://us119.isrefer.com/go/sd1d/af2f/Taboola-Sp-INT?utm_source=Taboola&utm_medium=CPC&utm_content=text-05-xE1-03-csnp&utm_campaign=xE1-Taboola-Sp-INT
http://www.invaluable.com/blog/specialists-speak-2016-trends-and-predictions-in-collecting/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=prospecting_trends_evergreen&ecowatch-ecowatch
http://www.top10bestwebsitebuilders.com/how-to-create-a-website/business/web-vs-weebly?utm_campaign=T103&a=T103&utm_source=taboolaNI&utm_medium=ecowatch-ecowatch&ts=taboo&taboola_campaign=217755
http://www.fame10.com/deu/unterhaltung/tv-unterhaltung/8-einst-beliebte-serien-die-nur-beim-ersten-sehen-gut-sind/?utm_medium=cpc&utm_source=taboola&utm_campaign=FT_TBL_CH-DEU_DESK&cus_widget=ecowatch-ecowatch&utm_content=premium


Everything We Thought We Knew About
Stonehenge Just Changed

Rare Shark Caught Off the Coast of Australia This Florida Spring-Fed Sinkhole is Filled With
Ancient Artifact

Animal That Survives in Space Has Weird DNA Two 'Extinct' Snakes Spotted Swimming off
Australia's Coast

California's Drought Is Proving Deadly

POWERED BY ZERGNET

Comments

How much money can a solar roof save you in
Zurich?

Profit from your roof space: find local deals on solar in
your area, eliminate your power bill, and join the solar
revolution.

Calculate My Savings!

http://www.zergnet.com/i/811213/35190/0/0/74149425
http://www.zergnet.com/i/811213/35190/0/0/74149425
http://www.zergnet.com/i/380406/35190/0/0/74149425
http://www.zergnet.com/i/380406/35190/0/0/74149425
http://www.zergnet.com/i/911955/35190/0/0/74149425
http://www.zergnet.com/i/911955/35190/0/0/74149425
http://www.zergnet.com/i/911965/35190/0/0/74149425
http://www.zergnet.com/i/911965/35190/0/0/74149425
http://www.zergnet.com/i/827434/35190/0/0/74149425
http://www.zergnet.com/i/827434/35190/0/0/74149425
http://www.zergnet.com/i/839900/35190/0/0/74149425
http://www.zergnet.com/i/839900/35190/0/0/74149425
http://www.fame10.com/deu/unterhaltung/tv-unterhaltung/8-einst-beliebte-serien-die-nur-beim-ersten-sehen-gut-sind/?utm_medium=cpc&utm_source=taboola&utm_campaign=FT_TBL_CH-DEU_DESK&cus_widget=ecowatch-ecowatch&utm_content=premium
http://understandsolar.com/signup/?lead_source=ecowatch&tracking_code=wid-stable-20160119__8-ZH_STversion


Sponsored

G700 Flashlight

Bill Gates

xE1 Golf

Mediaplanet

Ladies Talks

Babbel

"Brightest Flashlight Ever" Is Selling Like Crazy

How To Change 1.3 Billion Lives

(Video) Simple Way to Cut Strokes - No Practice Required

Utilisez la Rose des Alpes contre le stress oxydatif et la déshydratation de votre peau

3 Advices How To Have A Good Tan Without Pain And Burns

Aged 35 he speaks 11 languages - his 11 tricks to learn any language

10 Comments EcoWatch  Login!1

 Share⤤ Sort by Best

Join the discussion…

• Reply •
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How many eco-wackos send scathing texts about ruining the environment from their iPhones before recharging them on fossil-fuel generated
electricity??
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Mine is Android OS. I get my electricity from a local solar garden.
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Yeah right
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Solar Share is the company. Denver local
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little over, 17k$ Last month ..3-5  h/r of w or k a day ..with extra open doors & weekly. paychecks.. it's realy the
easiest work I have ever Do.. I Joined This 7 months ago and now making over 87$, p/h.
Learn. More right Here
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WeGotta  •  a day ago> One other person is typing…

Harsh but true. 
Except for the "wacko" thing. Most humans are insane but understanding that we cannot survive on this planet outside of a narrow range of
conditions is at least the beginning of sanity.
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• Reply •

empirical evidence guy •  2 days ago

We have a huge disconnect as to what happens to our 'trash'. In the USA, we average 4.5 lbs of 'trash' per person per day. It's a generational
reinforcement thinking Otto the garbage guy comes and picks it up 2-3 times a week, I pay someone to provide this service, so it no longer is my
problem.

The reality is the vast majority of the 3K+ landfills in the USA are very close to being full.

IMO, reduce, compost, reuse and recycle. Most of my trash is recycle and gets sorted and handled appropriately. I compost, and the remainder ends
up as trash (food packaging and the like, which btw can become biodegradable with sustainable, hemp-based plastics). I typically dispose of a
medium-sized biobag with trash once a month. I'm always looking for ways to improve.

What can't be recycled should be required to be reused by manufacturers. What do we do when the landfills are closed due to being full???? We have
to consciously buy things built to last and select products having a small footprint and break the chains.

  1△ ▽  

• Reply •

WeGotta  •  a day ago> empirical evidence guy

Great job guy. Know that at least one other person appreciates what you are doing (if it helps). 
But I'm sure you've already recognized that these sorts of actions which arise from deeper understanding of ourselves and our world lead to a
more joyful, full and grateful life.

  1△ ▽  

• Reply •

empirical evidence guy  •  a day ago> WeGotta

Indeed. Sustainability hit me like a freight train a few years ago while taking an Ayurveda seminar.
  1△ ▽  

• Reply •

mike hamblett •  2 days ago

I find it impossible to transfer names addresses and numbers from old phones, hence they're kept as notebooks. Any advice on transfering data?
 △ ▽  
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